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RFO  LETT& 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


March  6,  1953 
Letter  No,  551 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


The  restrictions  placed  on  imports  of  livestock  and  animal  prod- 
ucts from  Canada  at  the  time  of  the  foot-and-mouth  disease  outbreak  there 
were  lifted  this  week  --  but  no  rush  of  imports  from  Canada  is  expected. 

Secretary  Benson  announced  Monday  that  foot-and-mouth  disease  no 
longer  exists  in  Canada,  and  import  restrictions  imposed  "because  of  the 
disease  were  lifted.    The  Secretary's  statement  confirmed  the  announcement 
made  last  November  28  that  if  no  further  evidence  of  foot-and-mouth  disease 
appeared  in  Canada,  the  country  would  "be  declared  free  of  the  disease  on 
March  1.  ■•;'•< 

No  unusual  movement  of  cattle  or  beef  to  the  United  States  is 
expected,  since  it  appears  that  Canada  has  no  "back-log  of  beef  for  export. 
The  story  behind  this  is  reflected  in  two  actions  taken  by  the  Canadian 
Government  within  the  last  2  weeks: 

One  was  the  lifting  of  an  embargo  which  Canada  had  placed  against 
imports  of  U.  S.  beef  because  of  the  Canadian  beef  surplus  that  existed 
when  the  U.  S.  quarantine  was  effected  early  last  year.    The  other  action 
by  the  Canadian  Government  was  to  end  its  price  support  program  on  beef 
cattle.    Canadian  cattle  had  been  supported  at  prices  that  were  higher  than 
U.  S.  prices  had  been  running  in  recent  weeks.    These  supports  were  ended 
February  21. 

Canadian  cattle  marketings  were  unusually  heavy  in  the  last  2 
months  of  the  price  support  program.    Canadian  producers,  anticipating  the 
end  of  price  supports  and  expecting  free  market  prices  to  level  off  in 
line  with  U.  S.  prices  after  Mirch  1,  marketed  23  percent  more  cattle  in 
January  and  February  than  they  did  during  those  months  last  year. 

Because  of  these  heavy  cattle  marketings,  Canadian  officials  ex- 
pect light  market  offerings  during  the  next  few  months. 

There  likely  will  be  some  imports  of  pork  and  pork  products  from 
Canada  in  the  next  few  months,  but  Department  officials  don't  expect  them 
to  be  excessive. 
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The  Dairy  Picture 

Last  week  we  reported  Secretary  Benson's  announcement  that  dairy  - 
product  prices  would  "be  supported  at  90  percent  of  parity  for  another  year 
"beginning  April  1,    Here's  the  situation  we're  facing  in  dairy  products  as 
we  move  toward  the  new  marketing  year: 

Government  holdings  of  dairy  products  at  present  represent 
slightly  more  than  2  percent  of  last  year's  milk  production.    In  the  first 
11  months  of  the  marketing  year  (through  February)  the  CCC  "bought  a"bout  91 
million  pounds  of  "butter,  30  million  pounds  of  cheese,  and  12h  million 
pounds  of  non-fat  dry  milk  solids. 

Commercial  outlets  will  not  absorb  these  products  during  this 
marketing  year.    Substantial  quantities  are  being  disposed  of  through  the 
school  lunch  program,  but  large  inventories  will  be  carried  over  into  the 
new  marketing  year  which  begins  on  April  1. 

Production  of  milk  in  1953  is  expected  to  be  somewhat  above  1952» 
But  if  employment  and  consumer  incomes  continue  high,  consumer  demand  for 
milk  and  most  dairy  products  should  be  somewhat  stronger  in  1953. 

The  support  price  to  dairymen  for  milk  of  manufacturing  quality 
will  be  about  $3.74  a  hundredweight  in  the  year  starting  April  1,  compared 
with  $3.85  in  the  current  marketing  year.    This  is  for  milk  containing  3.95 
percent  butterfat,  the  national  average.    Exact  purchase  prices  for  butter, 
cheese,  and  non-fat  dry  milk  solids  will  be  announced  right  away. 

Import  quotas  are  in  effect  for  Cheddar  type  cheeses  as  well  as 
blue  mold,  Edam,  Gouda,  and  some  Italian  varieties.    Imports  of  butter, 
butter  oil,  and  dry  milk  solids  for  commercial  sales  are  prohibited.  Dry 
whole  milk,  dry  buttermilk,  and  dry  cream  were  put  on  import  quotas  for 
the  first  time  last  January  1,    Continuation  of  authority  for  these  re- 
strictions beyond  June  30,  1953,  is  contingent  on  legislative  action. 

Development  of  new  programs  is  the  responsibility  of  the  dairy 
industry  --  programs  to  reduce  Government  support  purchases  to  a  minimum,. 
One  way  may  be  to  shift  more  rapidly  to  fluid  milk  sales  and  away  from 
butterfat.    Fluid  milk  sales  have  increased  in  recent  years,  but  popula- 
tion has  increased  and  per  capita  sales  are  far  below  the  peak  year  19^6, 
Dairy  farmers  and  the  industry  can  support  programs  to  sell  more  dairy 
products, 

3  Forestry  Stations  Win  Safety  Awards 

The  National  Safety  Council  has  informed  us  that  USDA's  Pacific 
Northwest  Forest  and  Range  Experiment  Station,  Portland,  Ore.,  has  been 
granted  the  Council's  Certificate  of  Commendation  for  operating  5^7,995 
man-hours  without  a  disabling  injury. 

The  Pocky  Mountain  Forest  and  Range  Experiment  Station  at  Fort 
Collins,  Colo,,  has  been  awarded  the  Certificate  of  Commendation  for  opera- 
ting 216,109  man-hours  without  a  disabling  injury.    And,  the  Southeastern 
Forest  and  Range  Experiment  Station  at  Asheville,  N,  C,  earned  the  Certi- 
ficate of  Commendation  for  operating  253,663  man-hours  without  a  disabling 
injury. 
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Special  Advisory  Committees 

Several  special  advisory  groups  met  vith  Department  officials  in 
Washington  this ; week  to  discuss  problems  facing  different  segments  of  our 
agricultural  economy. 

A  wheat -  conference ,  representing  all  segments  of  the  industry,  met 
Monday,  and  a  smaller  committee  of  9  met  the  following  day.  Statements  were 
mailed  to  you  following  "both  meetings, 

A  finance  advisory  group,  meeting  Wednesday,  discounted  recent 
stories  that  loans  to  livestock  producers  were  being  called  due  to  decreas- 
ing meat  prices.    That  release  was  mailed  to  you.- 

A  corn  advisory  committee  met  Thursday  and  recommended  steps  to 
widen  markets  for  corn  and  development  of  more  efficient  storage  practices 
with  "broader  and  "better  correlated  research.    Their  recommendations  are  be- 
ing mailed  to  you  today. 

The  livestock  industry  conference,  which  had  been  scheduled  for 
Thursday  of  this  week,  was  postponed  until  next  Wednesday,  March  11, 

At  this  writing,  we  don't  teve  the  recommendations  of  the  special 
turkey  industry  committee  meeting  yesterday  and  today.    We'll  mail  them 
as  soon  as  available. 

A  special  11 -man  cotton  loan  advisory  committee  --  representing 
producers,  warehousemen,  merchants  and  bankers  — began  meetings  Thursday. 
We'll  mail  you  its  recommendations  as  soon  as  possible, 

A  special  peanut  price  support  advisory  committee  will  meet  here 
next  Monday,  March  9,  to  study  the  peanut  support  program, 

VE  Advisory  Group  Considers  Garbage  Problem 

Members  of  an  advisory  committee  on  VE  disease,  meeting  in 
Washington  last  Saturday,  urged  that  present  eradication  procedures  con- 
ducted cooperatively  by  State  and  Federal  Government  be  strengthened.  They 
discussed  particularly  the  feeding  of  raw  garbage  to  swine,  and  the  use  of 
clean  vehicles  and  facilities  in  transporting  swine. 

The  conference  followed  meetings  in  Chicago  February  16  and  17. 
Information  presented  at  the  meeting  here  showed  that  5  States  already  have 
enacted  legislation  preventing  the  feeding  of  raw  garbage  to  swine,  that 
similar  bills  have  been  introduced  in  23  States,  and  13  more  are  in  the 
process  of  preparing  legislation  for  introduction, 

1953  Cotton  Acreage  Won't  Affect  Possible  195^4-  Quotas 

The  acreage  of  cotton  planted  in  a  State  or  county  in  1953  will 
not  affect  the  size  of  a  State  or  county  acreage  allotment  in  195^  if  the 
present  law  remains  the  same.    Nor  would  the  1953  cotton  acreage  affect 
the  195^  allotment  on  mo6t  farms.    Of  course,  folks  are  hoping  that  cotton 
acreage  allotments  won't  be  necessary. 
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gfev  TV  Be  port  Juet  Out 

The  third  in  a  series  of  three  comprehensive  reports  on  the  find- 
ings of  the  Television  Research  Project  was  published  this  week.  Section 
III       "Program  Methods"  deals  with  the  production  of  television  programs 
in  progressive  stages  from  preplanning  to  final  rehearsal.    Copies  are 
available  upon  request  to  the  Radio  &  TV  Service.    Section  I  of  the  series 
of  reports  was  entitled  "Films",  and  Section  II,  "Visual  Aids." 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  March  Ik 

■    NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. .  .Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST. 
"U5DA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    The  March  Ik  program  will  feature  high- 
lights from  the  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Chemurgic  Council,  St.  Louis. 

ABC  American  Farmer. . .Saturdays  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.    "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    The  March  Ik  feature  will  be  a  report  on  the 
Point  Four  program  in  India,  with  Horace  Holmes,  Point  Four's  Chief  Agri- 
culturist in  India,  and  Jack  Towers, 

.  CBS  Radio  Farm  News .. .Saturdays  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.    The  March  Ik 
program  will  include  a  feature  on  the  Montgomery  Farm  Women's  Cooperative 
Market  at  Bethesda,  Mi.,  with  Mrs.  Lillian  Matson,  Manager  of  the  Market;; 
a  seller  and  a  buyer  at  the  Market;  and  Claude  Mahoney. 

Among  Ourselves 

Everett  Mitchell  and  Vern  Laustsen  will  leave  March  15  on  a  5- 
week  tour  to  visit  American  youths  living  on  farms  in  New  Zealand,  India, 
and  Australia.    They'll  visit  11  k-TL  Club  youths  --  all  participants  in  the 
International  Farm  Youth  Exchange  program.  ■ 

Bob  Crom  returned  from  Texas,  Oklahoma,  and  Iowa  this  week.  He 
reports  visits  with  Bob  Geiss  and  Carl  Meyerdirk,  KVOO,     (Sam  Schneider  was 
on  the  sick  list);  Bruce  Eagon,  KOTV;  "Doc"  Ruhmann,  WBAP;  Murray  Cox,  WFAA; 
Sandy  Saunders  and  Harold  Dedrick,  WEY.    At  the  Region  G  AAACE  Meeting  in 
Ames  he  saw  many  more  of  the  RFD  clan  and  reports  the  two  and  a  half -day 
meeting. included  some  excellent . sessions  on  television. 

Flagging  to  Your  Attention....  . 

A  talk  by  Richard  D,  Aplin,  Assistant  to  the . Secretary,  at 
Cincinnati  on  Thursday,  was  mailed  to  you.    Also  a  copy  of  Secretary  Benson's 
letter  to  Senator  Aiken  on  dairy  supports.    The  transcript  of  the  Secretary's 
news  conference  last  Friday  was  mailed  to  you  Monday. 


RFO  LETTEi 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


March  13,  1953 
Letter  No.  552 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


tftWno  ahJ**  ^rt^nt'e  new  program  to  expand  foreign  markets  is  already 
taking  shape     The  major  development  this  week  was  the  formation  of  a  new 
unit  ~  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  —  to  replace  the  old  Office  of  - 
Foreign  Agricultural  Relatione,  . 


r^rii.**      ,  new  service  will  have  full  status  as  a  "group"  in  the  new 
organizational  setup  announced  by  Secretary  Benson  January  22  ~-  that  is 
equal  rank  with  the  other  five  functional  groups.    OFAR  had  been  one  of  ' 
seven  agencies  in  the  Research,  Extension  and  Land  Use  group. 

^       Es^-iehment  of  the  new  FAS  gives  added  weight  and  prestige  to 
8+r019  in  f°r9ign  ^cultural  affairs;    It  will  he  leaded 
ll^     *  ;  present  ^^©ctor  of  the  Agricultural  Credit  Services 

?f™ *Z&  ?1    I.      f  '  servin6  °n  the  Secretary's  staff,  will  give  full 
time  and .attention  to  foreign  agricultural  matters. 

wovv  in  *J5?  f,lrSt* 0rd!r  °f  bueinese  wil1  *>e  to  strengthen  the  Department's 
coor^imtiln  o?  ^  fore*en  ^ts.    This  will  be  done  by  more  compete 

f  ^?/01*  of  a11  «SDA  and  other  Governmental  representatives 
75 S%/AS,e3?!Ct8  t0  ^intain  Cl0ser  workin*  relations  with  the 

50  "  aM  °ff  1C9re  Vh°  report  regularly  from  80200 

intent FAS  ^H1  h6lp  t^  department  give  stronger  leadership  in  : 
tart3£l  ^L™^tl0VS  "  inv°^es  agriculture.    This  includes  the 

g^in  thfi?  q       n  !??  °r!r8eae  aM  the  forei$n  vieltor  twining  pro-- 
gram  in  the  U.  S.,  participation  in  FAO,  and  international  trade  policies 
and  programs  affecting  U.  S.  agriculture.  policies 

th*  n««a«  ^#ASh0f  brlng0  t0  FAS  ^  yeare  of  ^rience  in  sizing  up 
r£e    Jtltll  Vfi*  T For         3*ars  he  has  been  a  prominent 
STn»S^ 2*i ^  livestock  farmer  in  Arkansas.    And  before  coming  into 

&35^  ViC9  ^Sid9nt  "  Fa°rm 

in  the  Par^0r^i^AJafrJnffc0^  n0W  eervinS  as  Cooperative  Bank  Commissioner 
cSlt^al aSL25?42  ^inl8tration,  will  becoma  Acting  Director  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Credit  Services  group,  succeeding  Mr.  Short. 
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F.  R.  Wilcox,  assistant  general  manager  and  treasurer  of  Sunkist 
Growers  (formerly  California  Fruit  Growers  Exchange),  assisted  in  setting 
up  the  new  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary. 
Be  is  now  returning  to  his  organization  in  California  hut,  as  needed,  will 
continue  to  serve  as  consultant  to  the  new  office. 

Declining  Farm  Exports. . . . 

The  Department's  new  emphasis  on  export  markets  reflects,  among 
other  things,  concern  over  the  past  year's  decline  in  agricultural  exports. 
TJ.  S.  agricultural  exports  dropped  15  percent  on  a  dollar-value  "basis  in 
the  calendar  year  1952.    The  total  value  of  farm  exports  in  1952  was  about 
$3«^  "billion,  compared  with  a  1951  valuation  of  a  little  over  $4  billion  -- 
an  all-time  high. 

While  the  value  of  agricultural  exports  declined  in  1952,  the 
value  of  non-agricultural  exports  increased  "by  6  percent.    Farm  products 
accounted  for  23  percent  of  the  total  value  of  exports  in  1952.    That  com- 
pares with  29  percent  in  the  prewar  years  (193^-38),  and  26  percent  in 
19*4-7  —  when  total  exports  were  at  the  all-time  high. 

Concern  over  the  decline  is  sharpened  by  the  fact  that  a  number 
of  our  farm  commodities  depend  on  foreign  outlets  for  a  major  share.1  of 
their  market.    Even  last  year,  with  farm  exports  declining,  foreign  markets 
took  almost  half  of  our  wheat  crop,  over  a  third  of  our  cotton,  a  fourth 
of  our  tobacco,  and  about  a  sixth  of  our  soybeans.    We  exported  over  half 
of  our  rice  production,  and  it's  expected  the  foreign  demand  for  our  rice 
will  continue  to  be  more  than  we  can  supply. 

There  are  two  main  reasons  for  the  decline  in  farm  exports:  a 
dollar  scarcity  in  many  countries  ...  and  increased  competition  we're 
facing  abroad. 

One  Approach  »..; 

Here's  one  approach  to  the  foreign  market  problem: 

George  W.  Thomas,  Jr.,  USDA  tobacco  marketing'  specialist,  leaves 
Monday  on  a  study  of  conditions  in  the  Far  East,  Africa  and  Europe  that 
affect,  or  are  likely  to  affect,  the  sales  of  U.  S.  flue-cured  tobacco 
abroad. 

His  first-hand  study  will  be  made  under  a  cooperative  agreement 
with  Tobacco  Associates,  Inc.,  a  producer  organization  interested  in  pro- 
moting flue -cured  exports.    Mr.  Thomas  will  visit  the  Philippine  Republic, 
Formosa,  Indonesia,  Indochina,  Thailand,  India,  Pakistan,  the  Union  of 
South  Africa,  the  Gold  Coast,  Portugal,  France,  and  the  United  Kingdom. 
He  will  confer  with  local  Government  officials  in  those  countries  and  make 
on-the-spot  studies  of  tobacco  production,  present  and  potential,  which  in- 
volve possible  increase  or  decrease  in  export  markets  for  U.  S.  flue -cured 
tobacco. 
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Send  Tape  in  Advance  for  Recording  by  Secretary 

We  wrote  you  this  week  offering  you  a  tape  recording  made  fry 
Secretary  Benson,  which  several  had  requested,    In  case  you  missed  our 
letter,  the  Secretary  discusses  some  of  the  things  "being  done  in  the  Depart- 
ment and  some  of  the  "basic  philosophy  underlying  his  administration  of  the 
Department. 

It  runs  ^>thQ0    If  you  want  it,  please  send  us  a  tape  in  advance, 
since  we're  very  short  of  tape  and  might  not  otherwise  be  able  to  handle 
your  request. 

Crop  Potation  Consists  of  Fish  and  Rice 

You've  probably  eaten  dishes  made  of  fish  and  rice,  but  have  you 
ever  heard  of  a  "crop  rotation"  consisting  of  fish  and  rice?    SCS  Chief 
Robert  M,  Salter  told  about  it  this  week  at  the  Eighteenth  North  American 
Wildlife  Conference  in  Washington.    It's  being  carried  on  fry  a  group  of 
farmers  near  Lonoke,  Ark.,  and  it  follows  a  pattern  long  practiced  in 
various  parts  of  the  Old  World. 

A  group  of  farmers  around  Lonoke  cleared  "bottomland  fields  and 
leveed  them  to  hold  several  feet  of  water.    Then  they  were  ready  for  the 
"rotation, 11    Food  fish,  mainly  channel  cats  and  "buffalo,  are  "bought  fry 
the  farmers  from  commercial  fishermen  at  low  cost,  fingerling  size,  and 
sold  for  afrout  25  cents  a  pound  when  they  have  reached  1  to  2-pound  size. 
Production  may  run  as  high  as  1,000  pounds  an  acre. 

Growing  fish  "benefits  the  succeeding  rice  crop.    One  of  the 
Lonoke  group  is  reported  to  have  increased  rice  production  from  60  to 
more  than  100  "bushels  per  acre  after  a  two-year  fish  crop.    Then  another 
source  of  revenue  is  the  leasing  of  waterfowl  hunting,  for  as  much  as  §k0 
to  $50  an  acre. 

Number  of  Family  Workers  Below  a  Year  Ago 

BAE,  in  its  monthly  farm  labor  report,  said  this  week  that  total 
farm  employment  in  the  week  of  February  15-21  was  1  percent  below  a  year 
ago.    This  resulted  from  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  family  workers,  since 
the  number  of  hired  workers  was  about  the  same  as  a  year  ago, 

A.  total  of  7>603,000  persons  were  working  on  farms  during  the 
survey  week.    Of  that  number,  6,^15,000  were  farm  operators  and  unpaid 
members  of  their  families,  and  1,188,000  were  hired  workers .    This  is 
80,000  fewer  family  workers  than  a  year  ago. 

Farm  Telephones  Continue  Rise 

Afrout  hO, 3  percent  of  U.  S.  farms  had  telephones  on  July  1,  1952, 
according  to  BAE .    It  was  31.8  percent  in  Although  a  greater  percent- 

age of  American  farms  now  have  telephones  than  ever  "before,  the  number  of 
farms  with  telephone  service  in  1952  was  about  300,000  less  than  in  1920  when 
2,^98,500  farms  or  38.7  percent  of  the  farms  had  telephones. 
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New  Interest  In  Western  Range  Report 

John  Baker,  who  is  In  charge  of  PMA's  regional  information  office . 
in  Chicago,  reports  an  awakened  interest  among  midwestern  producers  in  the 
livestock  range  report  compiled  "by  western  market  news  offices. 

Range  reports  are  issued  at  Billings,  Denver,  Spokane,  Fort  Worth, 
and  San  Francisco.    The  Denver  office  assembles  these  reports  into  one  com- 
prehensive report,  and  John's  office  in  Chicago  prepares  a  summary  especially 
for  radio  and  press.    It  runs  about  250  words. 

This  material  gives  a  good  indication  of  range  prices  in  the  west 
and  should  be  of  particular  interest  to  midwestern  livestock  feeders.  It 
seems  there  has  been  good  use  of  these  reports  in  the  western  producer  areas, 
but  up  to  now  they've  received  very  little  use  in  the  Midwest, 

RFD's  can  get  these  reports  in  either  of  two  ways:     (l)  you  can 
write  to  the  Denver  market  news  office  for  any  of  the  individual  reports  or 
the  combined  report;  or  (2)  you  can  write  to  John  Baker  at  623  South  Wabash, 
Chicago,  for  his  summary.    There  is  a  possibility  you  are  getting  John's 
summary  from  your  wire  service. 

ABC  to  Carry  Secretary's  Speech  March  23 

Plans  have  been  worked  out  by  ABC  to  carry  Secretary  Benson's 
speech  before  the  American  Dairy  Association  at  2:30  -  3:0°  CST  on  Monday, 
March  23,    We  hope  this-  advance  information  gives  RFD's  on  ABC  affiliates 
ample  opportunity  if  they  wish  to  make  arrangements  for  carrying  the  dairy 
group  speech  on  their  stations, 

BAB's  Early  Lamb  Crop  Report 

The  1953  early  lamb  crop  in  the  principal  early  lamb  producing 
States  is  estimated  about  2  percent  larger  than  last  year      mainly  due  to 
a  larger  number  of  breeding  ewes  on  California  farms,    California  is  the 
leading  early  lamb  producing  State, 

Mild  open  winter  weather  has  favored  early  lambing  and  helped 
hold  down  losses.    But  the  feed  situation  is  not  bright.    Some  sections 
were  extremely  dry  in  1952,  and  new  feed  prospects  are  slow  and  uncertain 
in  some  important  areas.    Conditions  are  most  favorable  in  Virginia,  Arizona, 
and  Idaho,  while  dry  weather  has  dimmed  prospects  in  west  Texas  and  California, 

Report  on  Extension-Cooperatives'  Relations 

We  have  a  few  copies  of  a  report  called  Extension-Cooperatives' 
Relations,  if  you  want  one.    It's  dated  December  19,  1952,  and  is  the  re- 
port to  the  Secretary's  Advisory  Committee  on  Cooperatives  by  the  Sub- 
Committee  on  Extension-Cooperative  Relations,  composed  of  J.  K.  Stern, 
American  Institute  of  Cooperation;  Clyde  Ellis,  National  Association  of 
Rural  Electric  Cooperatives;  Udo  Rail,  Rural  Electrification  Administration; 
Paul  V.  Kepner  of  the  Extension  Service;  and  James  L.  Robinson,  Farm  Credit 
Administration. 
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Rural  Youth  Anniversary  Set  for  May  g  in  Mississippi 

Duane  Rosenkrans,  Mississippi  State  College,  passes  on  word  that 
a  historical  marker  commemorating  the  first  federally-sponsored  rural  youth 
organization  in  the  United  States  will  be  unveiled  May  5  at  Lexington  in 
Holmes  County.    That  event  in  19°7  marked  a  major  step  in  the  "beginning 
of        Club  work. 

The  organization  to  he  commemorated  was  a  boys'corn  club,  "begun 
"by.  the  late  William  Hall  "Corn  Club"  Smith,  county  superintendent  of  schools, 
who  later  became  state  superintendent  of  education,  and  finally  president 
of  Mississippi  State  College.    Also  assisting  with  the  club  was  the  late 
Dr.  Seaman  A.  Knapp  of  USDA. 

Boys'  corn  clubs  spread  quickly  over  the  South,  and  helped  begin 
the  shift  from  the  old  one -crop  cotton  system  to  diversification  with  in- 
creased farm  income  and  soil  conservation.    State  and  National  leaders  will 
take  part  in  the  May  5  observance. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  March  21 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. . .Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    The  March  21  feature  will  be  a  report 
from  Everett  Mitchell  in  Hawaii,  summarizing  Hawaiian  agriculture  and 
activities  of  Ryukyuan  Farm  Exchange  students  now  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

ABC  American  Farmer. .  .Saturdays  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    An  international  wheat  story  is  tentatively 
scheduled  for  the  March  21  feature. 

CBS  Radio  Farm  News ... Saturdays  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.  with  Claude 

Phoney. 

Advisory  Committee  Progress 

Four  of  the  industry  advisory  committees  invited  to  Washington  by 
Secretary  Benson  reported  this  week.    The  recommendations  of  the  livestock 
advisory  group  were  mailed  to  you  Thursday.    A  statement  of  the  soybean- 
flax  advisory  group  was  mailed  to  you  Wednesday,  and  statements  by  the 
cotton  loan  advisory  group  and  the  peanut  price  support  advisory  group  were 
mailed  to  RFD's  in  affected  states. 

Other  Top  Stories  of  the  Week 

We  mailed  you  Thursday  a  story  on  the  current  status  of  VE 
disease  ...  also  a  statement  by  Secretary  Benson  on  the  dairy  situation  ... 
and  a  release  on  the  quantities  of  wheat  and  corn  now  under  price  support. 
We  also  sent  you  on  Thursday  an  announcement  of  the  support  prices  for 
manufacturing  milk  and  butterfat  . . .  and  an  offer  by  USDA  to  buy  a  quantity 
of  frozen  beef  for  export  to  Greece. 
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Blue -Tongue  Sheep  Disease  Identified  in  California 


The  sheep  disease  known  as  "blue -tongue  has  "been  identified  in 
the  United  States  for  the  first  time.    It  was  found  in  Calif ornia, ■  where 
325,000  sheep  have  "been  involved.    Symptoms  almost  identical  to  those  ob- 
served in  California  have  also  appeared  in  Texas  and  Utah,  and  it  Is 
assumed  that  "blue -tongue  is  also  present  in  those  states. 

Blue -tongue  is  a' virus  disease  of  sheep  (affecting  cattle  to  a 
much  lesser  degree),  and  it  is  spread  by  "biting  insects  such  as  sand  flies. 
In  South  Africa,  where  the  disease  has  caused  heavy  losses  since  1876, 
mortality  rates  have  run  as  high  as  90  percent.    So  far,1  it  has  "been  less 
virulent  in  this  country,  and  mortality  rates  have  "been  much  lower.  We're 
mailing  you  a  more  complete  story  today, 

Among  Ourselves. . , 

Ex-RFD'er  Layne  Beaty  is  in  town  today  after  two  years  in  Greece 
with  the  Mutual  Security  Agency... and  said  that  with  all  the  exotic  places 
he'd  seen       from  the  Eiffel  Tower  to  the  Coliseum       the  good  ole  USA 
looks  "beet.    He'll  "be  in  this  country  until  mid-May       mostly  in  Texas 
and  Oklahoma  --  then  will  "be  assigned  to  the  Paris  office  of  MSA  with 
another  ex-NARFD  president,  Wallace  Kadderly. 

Another  visitor  this  week  was  Conway  Robinson  of  WBAL,  Baltimore, 
who  was  in  the  office  for  a  nice  chat  . . .  then  did  some  recording  in  the 
Department. 


Enclosure 

Statistical  Summary 


Cordially, 

Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTS 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Deportment  of  Agriculture 


March  20,  1953 
Letter  No.  553 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


The  Department  is  giving  high  priority  these  days  to  the  en- 
couragement of  greater  "beef  consumption.    But  USDA  and  the  meat  industry 
are  doing  their  test  to  get  consumers  to  take  advantage  of  the  plentiful 
supplies  of  "beef  --  and  its  relatively  low  cost. 

As  you  know,  the  Livestock  Advisory  Committee  recommended  to 
Secretary  Benson  "that  the  Department  of  Agriculture  increase  its  infor- 
mational and  promotional  program  by  way  of  press,  newspapers,  radio, 
television  and  all  other  means  at  its  disposal  in  order  to  "bring  the 
facts  about  the  supply  and  demand  of  "beef  to  the  attention  of  the  con- 
suming public." 

Consumption  of  more  "beef  is  to  the  advantage  of  "both  consumers 
and  farmers.    Of  course,  farmers  are  also  consumers  and  can  help  themselves 
and  the  entire  "beef  industry  —  "by  eating  more  "beef.    But,  of  course,  it's 
urban  consumers  who  can  help  most. 

You  radio  and  television  "broadcasters  who  have  a  place  for  con- 
sumer type  information  --  and  especially  you  who  reach  big  urban  audiences  - 
may  find  program  material  and  ideas  in  this  drive.    And  there  are  many 
opportunities  to  do  programs  for  producers  which  at  the  same  time  stress 
the  fact  that  "meat  is  a  good  buy"  for  consumers.    At  least,  it's  a  good 
idea  to  mention  the  beef  situation  to  the  home  broadcasters  at  your  station. 
Here  are  some  ideas; 

For  television: 

1.  An  interview  with  a  meat  specialist  on  carcass  yield.  The 
ribs  and  loins,  which  yield  the  tender  cuts  preferred  for  steaks  and 
roasts,  make  up  less  than  30  percent  of  the  carcass. 

2.  Interview  with  a  meat  specialist  or  home  economist  on 
selection  of  meat  --  how  to  get  the  most  for  the  beef  dollar.    The  most 
economical  cuts  are  those  which  provide  the  most  nutritive  value  for  the 
money  spent. 

3.  A  meat  cutting  demonstration,  showing  how  to  get  the  most 
value  out  of  a  cut  of  beef.    For  example,  a  chuck  arm  roast  can  be  util- 
ized three  ways:  The  rounded,  boneless  end  for  beef  stew,  the  center  chuck 
with  round  bone  for  pot  roast,  and  the  remaining  piece  sliced  lengthwise 
into  two  Swiss  steaks. 
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k,    A  demonstration  of  different  ways  to  prepare  "beef.  The 
method  should  suit  the  cut  and  quality  of  the  beef .    Beef  should  "be  cooked 
with  low  heat  and.  just  long  enough  to  suit  family  tastes. 

For  radio  or  television: 

1.  An  interview  with  en  agricultural  economist  on  the  livestock 
marketing  situation,  supplies,  prices,  seasonal  fluctuations  in  supplies 
and  prices,  the  outlook,  etc. 

2.  An  interview  with  a  local  USDA  livestock  official  (market 
reporter  or  meat  grader)  on  meat  inspection  and  grading.    In  1950;  76 
percent  of  the  "beef  produced  for  commercial  use  was  Federally  inspected. 
Much  of  the  commercial  beef  which  is  not  Federally  inspected  is  slaughtered 
under  state  and  local  Board  of  Health,  regulations. 

.3.    An  interview  with  a  home  economist  on  the  nutritive  value 
of  meat, .  -  ifeat  proteins  are  called  "complete"  because  they  contain  • 
significant  amounts  of  the  kinds  of  animo  acids  that  must  be  furnished  in 
foods.    Meat  and  such  other  foods  as  poultry,  fish,  milk,  and  eggs  can 
enhance  the  protein  value  of  foods  containing  incomplete  proteins.  Thus, 
when. meat  is  eaten  in- the  same  meal  with  protein-rich  vegetables  or  grain 
products,  these  foods  become  more  valuable  as  sources  of  protein, 

..  You  probably  have  some  better  ideas.    We  hope  you'll  put  them 

to  work. 

Heavy  Slaughter  This  Year. , . 

Lower  market  prices  for  cattle  have  been  due  primarily  to  re- 
duced demand  by  producers  for  replacement  stock  and  larger  supplies  for 
slaughter.    The  number  of  cattle  slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection 
this  year  has  run  sharply  higher  than  the  number  for  the  same  period 
last  year.  : 

Cattle  slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection  during  January  and 
February  totaled  2, h 83, 000  head       about  a  fifth  above  the  2,081,000 
head  slaughtered  during  the  first  two  months  last  year.    It  looks  now  as 
though  slaughter  this  month  will  be  over  1,000,000  head       perhaps  25 
percent  above  March  1952. 

Market  Shows  Improvement. . . 

Here's  the  market  situation  as  of  today,  March  20:...  Prices 
of  fed  cattle  climbed  to  higher  ground  this  week  after  the  trend  had 
stabilized  late  last  week.    Reduced  receipts  were  the  principal  stimula- 
ting factor  as  wholesale  beef  trade  showed  further  weakness.  Sparking 
the  week's  advance  was  the  arrival  of  only  about  69,000  cattle  at  the 
12  markets  Monday  compared  with  96,000  a  week  earlier.    For  the  5  days 
the  run  is  only  about  7  percent  below  last  week  and  is  still  arpund  hO 
percent  above  a  year  ago. 

.  .       Late  prices  at  Chicago  were  strong  to  50  cents  higher  for  the 
week  and  closing  prices  were  fully  $1,00  to  $2.00  above  the  recent  h 
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year  low.  At  other  midwest  markets  late  prices  on  fed  cattle  were  steady 
to  $1.50  higher,  mostly  50  cents -$1.00  up  with  demand  improved  at  several 
markets  for  steers  1100  lbs.  and  heavier. 

Spring.  Planting  to  Vary  Only  Slightly  from  Last  Year 

Acreages  of  most  spring-planted  crops  (excluding  cotton)  in 
1953  will  vary  only  slight].y  from  those  of  1952 }  according  to  farmers1 
plans  as  of  March  1.    Most  of  the  changes  are  increases  --  hut  they  are 
not  sharp  increases  except  for  flax  and  sorghums.    Most  of  the  uncertainty 
in  the  fulfillment  of  plans  lies  in  the  extent  of  winter  wheat  acreage 
losses. 

For  the  16  crops  covered  in  BAE's  intentions  report,  issued 
Thursday,  a  total  of  2'fl  million  acres  is  indicated,  compared  with  266,7 
million  planted  in  1952*    Farmers  expect  to  plant  81,764,000  acres  of 
corn  this  year,  which  would  "be  about  1  percent  "below  1952  plantings  and 
the  smallest  since  planted  acreage  estimates  were  "begun  in  1929* 
Prospective  seedings  of  all  spring  wheat  for  1953  total  21.6  million 
acres,  slightly  more  than  last  year. 

Farmers  intend  to  plant  a  flaxseed  acreage  a  fifth  above  last 
year..    The  indicated  sorghum  acreage,  although  still  extremely  uncertain, 
would  "be  about  18  percent  above  last  year's  small  plantings. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  Ife.rch  28 

KBC  National. Farm  and  Home  Hour. . .Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m. 
EST.     "USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    The  March  28  feature  will  "be  a 
short -waved  report  from  Everett  Mitchell  in  New  Zealand.    The  subject 
will  he  New  Zealand  agriculture,  including  interviews  with  International 
Farm  Youth  Exchange  students  now  in  New  Zealand. 

ABC  American  Farmer. .. .Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    The  March  28  feature  will  "be  a  report  on 
the  Point  IV  Program  in  India,  with  Horace  Holmes,  Point  Four's  Chief 
Agriculturist  in  India,  and  Jack  Towers.    This  feature  was  postponed 
from  March  Ik. 

CBS  Radio  Farm  News. .  .Saturday  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.    On  March  28 
Claude  Mahoney  will  have  as  his  guest  Jack  Kimberly,  Agricultural  Direc- 
tor for  the  U.  S.  Savings  Bond  Division  of  the  Treasury  Department,  who 
will  discuss  "The  Farm  Machinery  Replacement  Plan."    It's  a  plan  through 
which  a  farmer  saves  each  year  in  savings  "bonds  an  amount  equal  to  the 
annual  depreciation  on  his  farm  machinery. 

14 -Man  Committee  to  Meet  March  30 

Secretary  Benson  is  calling  the  l4-man  Interim  Agricultural 
Advisory  Committee  to  Washington  March  30  for  its  second  meeting  since 
it  was  appointed  in  December  1952.    The  full  announcement  has  "been 
mailed  to  you.    Other  stories  we've  sent  you  include  the  report  of  the 
EMA  Transportation  Research  Advisory  Committee  and  a  Grasshopper-Chinch 
Bug -Cricket  story. 
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Goal  to  fre  Full  Equality  of  'Income  for  Fanners 

John  E.  Davis,  Director  of  Commodity.  Marketing  and  Adjustment 
and  President  of  the  CCC,  spoke  today  at  the  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Texas  Cotton  /ssociation  at  Houston.    EFD's  in  the  cotton  states  received 
the  full  text.    Following  are  seme  of  its  highlights,  which  others  will 
"be  interested  in, 

"Let  me  state  that  your  new  public  servants  in  Washington  want 
a  prosperous  agriculture.    We  know  that  e  prosperous  agriculture  is  in 
the  public  interest  as  well  as  in  the  farmer's  interest.    By  a  prosperous 
agriculture  we  do  not  mean  9C  percent  of  parity,  "but  full  parity  or  higher. 
Indeed,  we  want  the  farmer  to  have  an  economic  status  fully  equal  to  that 
of  other  economic  groups.    Certainly  for  the  most  part  we  should  seek  to 
do .this  through  a  sound  marketing  program,  using  support  programs  as  a 
buttress  to  our  economy  during  periods  of  weak  prices. 

."Also,  I  want  to  emphasize  that  we  are  going  to -support  cotton 
at  full  90  percent  of  parity  as  we  are  authorized  to  do  under  existing  law, 

"Next,  let  me  say  that  we  are  not  ready  today  to  announce  just 
what  kind  of  farm  program  we  will  advocate  following  195^  when  the 
present  mandatory  support  policy  for  basic  crops  expires.    We  are  reluc- 
tant today  to. announce  whet  we  will  advocate  following  195^  becaus-e  first 
we  want  to  try  to  work  out  better  farm  prcgrems.    Certainly,  this  reluc- 
tance is  in  no  way  evidence  of  a  desire  on  our  part  to  reduce  farm  income. 
Indeed,  the  reverse  is  true.    In  working  out  new  programs,  cur  goal  will 
be  full  equality  of  income  with  other  economic  groups. 

"We  want  to  examine  all  of  the  suggestions  that  come  along. 
With  respect  to  improving  our  farm  economy,  we  want  to  explore  the  ex- 
panded use  of  marketing  agreements,  the  practicability  of  a  two  price 
system,  the  feasibility  of  price  insurance,  the  possibility  of  using 
guaranteed  loans  and  many  other  ideas.    Also,  we  want  to  develop  a  better 
marketing  and  distribution  system  which  will  put  food  into  hungry  stomachs 
ratter  than  into  warehouses, 

"In  doing  this  we  intend  to  start  from  where  we  are  and  move  to 
something  better.    In  other  words,  we  shall  not  scrap  the  present  programs 
until  we  have  something  better.    We  expect  to  build  on  the  experience  of 
the  past  in  order  to  make  the  future  more  secure  and  more  prosperous  than 
the  past . " 

Leaflet  on  Garbage  Treatment 

We're  enclosing  a  new  lesflet  on  the  processing  of  garbage  to 
reduce  vesicular  exanthema  disease  of  swine.    It's  entitled  ,fEaw  Garbage 
Spreads  Animal  Diseases." 

Wool  and  Mohair' Programs  to  be  Operated  from  Boston 

Effective  April  1,  the  wool  and  mohair  price  support  programs 
of  the  CCC  will  be  operated  from  a  newly -established  PMA  commodity  office 
in  Boston,    Charles  F.  Kiefer,  now  in  the  New  York  office,  will  be  acting 
director. 
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(For  release  on  delivery,  about  2:30  p.m.  CST,  March  23) 
Secretary  Benson  Says  Dairy  Industry  Can  Achieve  A  Solid  Future 

Secretary,  of  Agriculture  Ezra  Taft  Benson  told  the  American 
Dairy  .-•.ssociation  in  Chicago  Monday  (March  23)  that  the  rapid  population 
increase  in  this  country  gives  a  solid  future  for  dairying  --  if  the 
industry  will  get  its  full  share  of  the  growing  demand  for  food. 

But  the  Secretary  warned  that,  if  the  present  trend  is  allowed 
to  continue,  "butter  is  on  the  way  out."    He  pointed  out  that,  "In  l$kO 
we  were  eating  nearly  17  pounds  of  "butter  per  person       now,  ve  are 
averaging  a  little  under  nine  pounds  a  year. . . 

"Many  say  butter  has  been  'priced  out  of  the  market.'    If  that 
is  true,  then  dairy  farmers  and  the  dairy  industry  had  better  seriously 
question  the  wisdom  of  recommending  to  the  government  that  butter  and 
other  dairy  products  prices  be  supported  at  90  percent  of  parity. 

"Abnormally  high  prices  help  destroy  markets  for  individual 
farm  products  as  substitutes  move  in.    Another  10  years  of  market  decline 
such  as  in  the  past  would  virtually  wipe  out  the  butter  business.    It  is 
a  market  that  must  not  be  lost." 

The  Secretary  pointed  out  that  butter  is  not  the  only  example 
of  loss. of  markets  through  artificial  prices.     "The  high  support  price 
for  cotton  is  given  credit  for  greatly  stimulating  the  production  of 
synthetic  fibres....  Wool  has  had  price  supports  of  one  kind  or  another 
for  years., .The  public,  in  part  at  least,  now  has  been  sold  on  suits, 
rugs  and  other'  products  that  contain  high  proportions  of  fibre  other 
than  wool. " 

Mr.  Benson  warned  that  "farmers  cannot  afford  to  price  them- 
selves out  of  markets.    Industries  which  demand  continued  high  rigid 
government  price  supports  and  will  not  aid  themselves  are  doing  untold 
permanent  damage  to  farmers." 

The  Secretary  pointed  out  that  "if  the  dairy  industry  recap- 
tures even  a  substantial  proportion  of  the  lost  and  potential  market,  it 
"will  turn  the  dairy  marketing  problems  into  opportunities  for  growth, 
progress  and  larger  incomes."    The  Secretary  outlined  several  ways  in 
which  the  industry  could  approach  that  task: 

1.  Advertising  and  sales  effort  need  to  be  broadened. 

2.  The  possibilities  of  moving  more  milk  out  of  butter-produci 
areas  into  regions  needing  fluid  milk  should  be  explored. 

3.  Dairy  farmers  can  shift  more  rapidly  to  fluid  milk  sales 
and  away  from  butter  fat. 

k.    Feed  costs  in  producing  milk  can  be  cut  much  lower.  Farm- 
ers can  get  as  much  as  85  percent  of  the  milk  productive  capacity  of 
cows  without  the  use  of  costly  grains  and  other  supplemental  feed. 
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5.    Milk  regulations  need  to  be  made  practical.  Unnecessary 
costs  are  being  placed  on  farmers  and  milk  companies  "by  veil  -meaning  health 
authorities ,  "backed  "by  equally  commendable  efforts  of  consumer  organizations. 

Secretary  Benson  reminded  his  listeners  that  dairy  supports 
were  "being  continued  at  90  percent. of  parity  for  another  year  "because  the 
dairy  industry  said,  "We  can  solve  our  marketing  problems,  "but  We  need 
time  to  get  our  programs  into  operation."  I 

■ 

The  Secretary  added  that  "if  the  government  still  owns  any 
appreciable  amount  of  "butter  when  195^  arrives,  I  hope  all  of  us  will 
frankly  admit  our  failures.    Let's  "be  prepared  to  face  facts,  and  act 
accordingly. " 

But  he  said  he  does  not  think  the  dairy  industry  will  fail.  He 
emphasized  that  there  is  no  over-all  surplus  of  dairy  products.     "What  we 
have  is  a  lack  of  adjustment  to  the  markets  ...  If  the  adjustments  are 
made  and  milk  and  milk  products  are  "backed  by  the  selling  that  their 
merits  justify,,  the  surplus  problem  will  be  gone." 

.Among  Ourselves. , , 

This  week  we've  tried  something  new       we've  briefed  Secretary 
Benson's  Chicago  speech  for  you  in  addition  to  mailing  you  the  full  ad- 
vance text.    This  time  we  are  including  the  brief  within  the  Letter  -- 
perhaps  next  time  we'll  send  it  along  as  a  separate.    We  are  doing  this 
with  the  hope  that  it  will  make  our  material  more  useful  to  you.  As 
always,  we  invite  suggestions. 


Enclosures : 

Raw  Garbage  Spreads  Animal  Diseases 
Scrapie  in  Sheep 


Cordially, 

}t  C  -rJ   f  \.J  -y-rJ 

Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 
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^RFO  LETTE< 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


March  27,  1953 
Letter  No. 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


More  plans  unfolded  this  week  for  revamping  the  Department  of 
Agriculture's  organization  and  operations. 

On  Wednesday  the  President  submitted  to  Congress  a  plan  for  re- 
organization of  the  Department,  Most  of  the  details  were  reported  to  you 
by  your  wire  services  and  newspapers;  ve  can  get  you  a  copy  of  the  formal 
statement  if  you  want  it. 

Also  on  Wednesday,  Secretary  Benson  announced  changes  in  PMA, 
Committee  operations.    He  called  for  greater  uniformity,  efficiency,  and 
economy  in  the  operation  of  State  and  county  offices  of  PMA.    The  new 
policy  takes  effect  immediately.    We  mailed  you  the  complete  announcement. 

We  are  mailing  to  you  a  copy  of  Secretary  Benson's  statement 
"before  the  Senate  Committee  on  Agriculture  and  Forestry,  Wednesday » 

We  have  a  few  copies  of  Secretary  Benson's  statement  Thursday 
"before  the  Agricultural  Subcommittee  of  the  House  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions.   The  Subcommittee  gave  permission  for  it  to  be  made  public,  and 
we*ll  send  you  a  copy  if  you  request  it. 

Advisory  Sessions  on  Tap  Next  Week 

Secretary  Benson  has  called  a  grain  sorghum  industry  conference 
for  next  Tuesday,  March  31,  in  Washington. 

As  we  told  you  last  week,  the  lU-man  Interim  Agricultural 
Advisory  Committee  will  meet  on  the  University  of  Maryland  campus  for -2  -'• 
or  3  days,  beginning  Monday,  March  3P« 

A  dairy  industry  "work  conference"  will  be  held  in  Washington 
Thursday  and  Friday,  April  2  and  3  with  about" 75  people  participating; 
action  programs  will  be  formulated  so  that  there  will  be  no  delay  by 
the  dairy  industry  in  moving  toward  solutions  of  dairy  marketing  prob- 
lems. .  . 
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Actions  on  the  Meet  Marketing  Front 

Early  this  week  the  Department  offered  to  buy  quantities  of 
"beef  to  help  encourage  additional  domestic  consumption  of  beef  and 
help  stabilize  the  present  price  situation  facing  U.  S.  cattle  produc- 
ers.   The  purchases  will  "be  made  with  "Section  32"  funds  made  available 
"by  Congress  to  encourage  additional  consumption  of  agricultural 
commoditias  "by  diverting  surpluses  from  normal  channels  of  trade.  The 
beef  will  go  to  the  school  lunch  program,  institutions,  and  other 
eligible  outlets. 

Today 3  the  Department  announced  it  had  purchased  J+00,000 
pounds  of  beef  for  export  to  Greece,  and  that  its  offer  to  buy  under 
a  Mutual  Security  Agency  requisition  is  being  continued  to  obtain 
additional  quantities  for  that  country.    Offers  must  be  received  by  USDA 
not  later  than  noon  April  1. 

Two  Meat  Enclosures. . . 

We're  enclosing  two  statements  designed  to  help  writers  and 
broadcasters  prepare  information  on  meat.    They  are  "Facts  about  Beef" 
and  "Seven  Savory  Beef  Dishes."    And  if  you  can't  use  them,  give  them  to 
someone  who  can. 

"Facts"  points  out  that  the  help  of  radio  and  television  stations, 
along  with  newspapers,  magazines,  trade  associations  and  other  groups, 
are  needed  in  getting  this  information  out. 

The  Market  Situation. . . 

Receipts  of  cattle  during  the  week  ended  Friday,  March  27 
were  about  the  same  as  the  previous  week.    However,  they  were  fully  20 
percent  above  a  year  ago       reflecting  the  larger  numbers  on  farms  and 
in  feedlots.    Although  wholesale  beef  prices  strengthened  at  Philadelphis, 
further  declines  featured  the  beef  trade  at  New  York  and  Chicago,  and 
cattle  prices  turned  lower,  although  retaining  a  part  of  the  previous 
week's  advance.    The  trend  was  gradually  downward,  with  little  change 
in  prices  from  day  to  day.    Closing  prices  at  midwestern  markets  on 
Friday  were  unevenly  weak  to  $1  lower  than  a  week  earlier,  with  the  de- 
cline at  most  points  measuring  ^0  cents  to  $1. 

Temperature  Important  in  Ripening  Tomatoes  After  Harvest 

Department  plant  scientists  say  a  key  to  good  quality  in  tomatoes 
that  are  ripened  after  harvest  is  the  temperatures  at  which  they  are  held. 
Ideal  temperatures  for  shipping  tomatoes  are  between  50  degrees  and  65  de- 
grees, according  to  extensive  laboratory  tests  and  studies  of  cross-country 
shipments  from  Texas,  California,  and  Florida. 

The  researchers  find  that  tomatoes  are  damaged  by  low  tempera- 
tures that  would  be  highly  suitable  for  many  other  fruits  and  vegetables. 
Chilling  injury  causes  losses  in  tomatoes  held  at  32  degrees  for  6  days 
or  at  hO  degrees  for  9  days.    It  becomes  more  serious  with  longer  ex- 
posures.   It  shows  up  in  slow  ripening,  poor  flavor,  the  development  of 
alternaria  rot,  and  pale  or  mottled  color. 

 ;      ,   m 
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Frozen  Turkey  Test  is  a  "First"  in  Food  Shipment 


You  fellows  who  receive  the  current  Marketing  Activities  will 
"be  interested  in  a  story  about  a  "first"  in  food  shipment.    It  was  a  test 
that  proved  -~  for  the  first  time  --  that  frozen  foods  can  he  shipped  over 
3,00G  miles  "by  motortruck  at  well -"below-zero  temperatures. 

A  full  trailer  load  of  frozen  turkeys  was  shipped  from  Modesto, 
Calif,,  to  Medford,  Mass.    There  were  several  delays  and  the  trip  took  11 
days,  hut  the  average  temperature  of  the  cargo  at  the  unload  point  was 
13.^  degrees  "below  zero  Fahrenheit,  a  rise  of  only  2.6  degrees  ahove  the 
load-in  temperature.    This  was  low  enough  to  protect  eny  frozen  food  item. 

Credit  for  the  satisfactory  results  is  given  to  a  very 
efficiently  insulated  and  well  arranged  trailer  and  a  comparatively  new 
mechanical  refrigerating  unit.    Mechanical  refrigerating  units  for  motor- 
trucks have  been  used  extensively  for  some  time,  to  protect  perishable  food 
shipments;  but  it  is  only  recently  that  equipment  has  become  available 
which  will  hold  intransit  temperatures  at  zero  or  lower,  and  this  is  re- 
quired for  protection  of  an  increasing  number  of  frozen  food  products. 

This  was  an  RMA  study  supervised  by  PMA  in  cooperation  with 
private  organizations  end  a  turkey  growers'  association.    The  economic 
feasibility  of  transcontinental  truck  shipments  of  frozen  foods  was  not 
considered. 

On  the  return  trip  west,  the  trailer  carried  a  cargo  of  frozen 
orange  juice  concentrate  from  Florida  to  the  West  Coast.    This  return 
trip  was  not  a  transportation  test,  but  cargo  temperetures  were  checked 
at  the  time  of  loading  and  unloading  --  and  results  were  just  as  good  as 
on  the  frozen  turkey  test.    In  fact  the  temperature  actually  declined 
during  the  trip;  the  average  temperature  was  6.6  degrees  below  zero  at 
loading  and  8.5  below  at  unloading. 

This  research  is  of  special  importance  to  handlers  of  frozen 
juice  concentrate,  ice  cream,  and  certain  other  foods  for  which  shipment 
at  sub-zero  temperatures  is  desirable. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  April  h 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. . .Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    The  April  k  feature  vail  be  a  short- 
waved  report  from  Everett  Mitchell  in  Australia.    It  will  be  a  report  on 
the  Royal  Easter  Fair  at  Sydney. 

ABC  American  Farmer. .. ,S  turday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    The  April  k  program  will  feature  a  discussion 
of  safety  in  the  use  of  electricity  on  the  farm,  with  Frank  LaMaster  of 
REA  and  Jack  Towers. 

CBS  Radio  Farm  News .... Saturday  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.    On  April  k 
Claude  Mahoney  will  have  as  his  guest  Dr.  Elmer  Starch  of  the  Mutual 
Security  Agency,  adviser  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  of  Turkey.  Sub- 
ject of  the  interview  will  be "Improvement  of  Agricultural  Production  in 
Turkey. " 
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Ohio  Institute  April  16-19  -     -    -  ■ 

The  annual  Institute  for  Education  "by  Radio -Television  will  "be 
held  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  April  16-19,  at  the  De shier -Wall i ok  Hotel.  The 
special  work  sessions  on  agricultural  television  and  radio  will  he  held 
9:30  to  12  a.m.  Friday,  April  17th  and  Saturday,  April  18th  respectively. 
These  sessions  are  for  State  and  county  Extension  workers  who  use  the 
media  and  station  radio  farm  directors.    The  programs  planned  for  "both 
sessions  are  designed  to  meet  the  current  problems  in  both  farm  radio  and 
TV.    Write  the  Hotel  direct  for  room  reservations. 

Wheat  Council  Still  in  Session 

The  International  Wheat  Council  is  still  in  session  here  in 
Washington. .  .still  no  decision  on  a  new  Wheat  Agreement, 

Flagging  to  Your  Attention.. . 

The  Department  warned  today  that  the  March  1  plans  of  potato 
growers  for  the  number  of  acres  they  intend  to  plant  in  1953  point  toward 
too  high  an  acreage  in  view  of  probable  market  demand.    We're  mailing  you 
the  story. 

Also  mailed  to  you  this  week  was  a  release  announcing  an  embargo 
on  imports  of  dried  whole  milk,  dried  buttermilk,  and  dried  cream,  effect- 
ive April  1.    Also  a  story  on  mulching  com  at  planting  time  to  save  soil 
and  water. 

March-April  Issue  of  Agricultural  Research  is  Out 

The  second  issue  of  the  new  Agricultural  Research  magazine  is 
"being  mailed  to  you.    Stories  on  the  pink  "bollworm,  wholesale  market 
planning,  and  bleeding  for  a  hot-weather  cow  are  some  of  the  stories  you 
may  be  able  to  use. 

Among  Ourselves . . . 

Harvey  Dinkins  dropped  in  to  see  us  while  in  town  on  business 
this  week.    He  said  KARFD  has  in  its  possession  about  $5,000  raised  by  ■ 
farm  broadcasters  for  Dutch  Flood  Relief ... .also,  he  knows  of  another 
$2,000  yet  to  be  turned  in,  making  a  total  of  about  $7,000  collected  so 
far.. .he's  still  hoping  the  fund  will  reach  $10,000.    Harvey,  as  you  know, 
is  chairman  of  the  HARFD  Promotions  Committee. 


Cordially, 


Enclosures: 

Facts  About  Beef 
Seven  Savory  Beef  Dishes 
Statistical  Summary 
Agricultural  Outlook  Digest 


Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service  ^ 
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